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Ifiy/vi Dead lcon:i are killing machine from the artic wasteland of 

iQuebec... Ok maybe nor really but ihay are a damn fine band in thel 

Ivein of Moiorhead, Amebix and Discharge... this is the little chat f\ 

Ihad with them when ihey pulled through the Bay Area on their lalesii 

lloin: Iniaiview by Thorn, Photos by Peach. 

ImRR: We'll start oUt the normal boring way... say your names| 

land what you do. 

lAlex: I'm Alex and ! play drums. 

jPete: I'm Pete and I play guitar. 

jPhil: Phil, play bass and sing. 

IFrancis: Francis, play guitar and sing. 

IMRR: Band history- when did you start, how you came togeth-| 

leretc... 

I Alex: Ok, the three of us- me, Francis and Phil were all in Drift andl 

I when Drift broke up wejus-t wanted to keep playing music, ihe drum-l 
Imer from Drift quit, actually, and J just started playing drums, I usedl 
Ito play bass, and Phil sianed playing bass at the same time and 5ang.[ 

II think that was in year "97. 
I Phil: We ksnda want to do something different. 
lAlex: Yeali we wanted to make something different, Then we hadl 
home guitar player changes over time, and we're on our fourth one| 
I now. f laughter) 

ImRR: {to Pete) Good luck! It's like Spinal Tap or something... 

I (laughter) 

IMRR: You guys toured for a long time on just a demo right? 

IaIcx: Not even a demo... the first lour was with nothing. The ihirdl 
Ishow we ever played was the fir^t show of our first tour So we jusl| 
Itoured with nothing, it was a pretty bad tour but it was still fun. 
iPhil: It was just to work the songs and see how it would go. 
I Alex ; It was more about traveling and having i'lin 1 guess. Bui the sec- 1 
lond lour we had the demn and the seven inch out. I 

IMRR: You guys are from Quebec, why do you sing in Englishl 



■instead of French? Especially given that it isn't your first lan>| 

Iguage? 

IPete: That's a good question. 

lAIex: I dunno, like all the bands we did before, like Drift and even! 

Ibefore that we always sang in Eng!i.sh because we grew up llEteningl 

Ito a couple of punk bands that used to sing in French, and they were j 

Irealiy really bad... 

■ (laughter) 

lAlex: E mean there's a lot of languages that are really good, reallyl 

jaggressive when they're sang and everything, but French just doesn'tj 

Imake it I guess. 

IPete; It's just easier to convey a message in English too. Especiallyl 

Isince the audience is mostly English speaking. 

lAIex: I feel that, already people know (hat we speak French and it'sl 

lalready hard to make contact with people but 1 think if we madel 

iFrench lyrics then it would be even harder to make contact with peo-l 

Iple. 

ImRR; The reason why I ask is that, from my perspective, itl 

I would be easier to convey your ideas in French as opposed to try-| 

ling to come up with the right English phrasing. 

IPhil: I mean we don't speak really wet! because we don't really have! 

jany chance to practice where wc live, because everybody we know-l 

lall our families are French. The only time we can practice is when I 

Iwe're on tour, usually wc understand- everything we watch on TV,I 

levcrything we read, whatever- wc can understand it perfectly. We can! 

Iwrilc pretty good too, we sound pretty bad and everybody thinks] 

[we're not good at English at all.... 

lAlex: We can write.it probably jusf as good as you... 

ImRR: That's not saying much... 

Idaughter) 

lAEex: It might be an advantage for us loo, because we have to puti 

Imore time into it, so we spend more time working on the lyrics andl 



Iwe always come back and are like "oh no that doesn't work or thisj 

Idoes,.." I don't know how our lyrics are for someone who... 

IMRR: 1 think the lyrics come off really well in English. I was won-I 

Idering, since its not your first language- I'm not paying that youl 

Idon't speak well. I mean when we have conversations 1 feel wej 

lunderstand each other Tine. 1 was Just wondering why... 

IPete: Maybe Ws. just habit, I mean when I first started listening tol 

Ipunk it was always English, with the exception of a couple of bandsl 

Ithat we talked about earlier that were pretty bad, I guess wc just grcwl 

land when you form a band or you deal with punk it's just alwaysl 

lEnglish. I didn't really even question il when I started writing lyrics, | 

Inot for this band, but for other bands. It just came out in English wiih^ 

lout even noticing ihat it was purpo.sely in English... 

I Alex: It just it just kinda came automatically ai some poinl- 

■Phil: ...the bajids that sing in (heir own language... 1 mean Spanish i&| 

Ipretty good to scream and stuff.,. 

IaIcx: Italian, Japanese... and Im not even saying that the bands that| 

Ising in French are all bad- some of ihem are pretty good... 

IPhil: ...but maybe it's too... the writing in French is too poetic. | 

iThere's too many words and... 

IPete: It's a very long language. 

ImRR: a lot of people in the U.S. kinda joke about Canada belngl 

Ithe 51st slate^ how do you feel about this perception that a lot ofl 

■kids have- 1 mean a lot people in the U.S. don't even think of itas| 

Ibeing another country... 

jphil: 1 mean in Quebec its kinda... It's different than the rest of| 

ICanada 1 think. You know, everyone speaks French and we kind of 

Ihave different culture- 1 don't want to say it's totally different- but we| 

■have different roots than everybody... 

lAlex: The western part of Canada was colonized by the English andl 

lit's pretty much like liere in the U.S., but Quebec was colonized byl 

Ithe French- so it has more of a French culture. 1 wouldn't say its morel 

Liberal but 1 guess a little bit- especially when we tour in the U.S.F 



which is getting more and morel 
conservative, like you see alll 
these religious billboards andl 
things like that. There's nothingi 
like that in Quebec- 1 mean alll 
the churches are closing down.j 
there's no religion at all... 
Phil: I mean the American cul-l 
ture is pretty big in Canada bull 
you can stil! feel there is a dif-l 
ference. You can't really explainj 
what it is. 

Pete: 1 mean when you travel I 
around you just notice the dif-| 
ference... 

Alex: Canada is definitely clos-j 
er to the U.S.. you know if youl 
travel Co Europe it going to bel 
way more different... 
Phil: ...but Quebec, Catiada ts| 
almost like Europe. 
Alex: Even Montreal, which tsl 
only like an hour away from| 
Platsburgh, NY,.. 
MRR: When I was jnl 
Montreal it totally felt like ll 
was in a different country, but! 
in Toronto, it doesn't. It's| 
cleaner (laughter) but... 
Alex: Montreal, even, is not al 
good reference because there isl 
a lot of English there. We grewl 
up in Quebec City and inl 
Quebec City it is totally differ-l 
ent because nobody speaks| 
English... 

Francis: Like 99% of people| 
speak French. 

Phil: We grew up there so itsl 
like totally different- it's| 
iQuebec culture kinda mixed with American culture but not. . . 
lAlex: American culture just goes through like TV and music andl 
Istuff like thai but when you grow up, the way your parents raised youj 
lis nol the American way of life.,, 

jPete: ...and for religion. We say there's no religion because of what! 
Ihappened historically. Quebec used to be a totally religiously domi-l 
Inated society to the point where it was backwards from the rest ofl 
ICanada, until like the '603, so like I guess when something oppress-I 
les you, when it's gone or when il has lost it's influence... I don'tl 

Ithink there are any religion classes in school anymore and youl 
lalways have the choice to take it or not. So its a totally different thing| 
Ithan the rest of Canada where you have religion classes... 
I Alex: People just go to church to get married or to baptize their child. | 
llts a habit, they don'l really know why they are doing it. 
IMRR: I was wondering what sort of differences you saw in a sortl 
lof day to day life, between the two countries and you sorta| 
lanswered that but what about in the punk scene, if any? 
iPhil: Well, it's almost the same... 

I Alex; ...Canada has always had a history of punk since like '78 andl 
lalong time ago, but most of the punk that comes from Canada- whenl 
Ithey first start listening lo bands, its mostly American bands orl 
j British bands, like most Americans do, So punk rock just comes from! 
lall the same place. There's a few bands from France that are still bigl 
■in Quebec, and we grew up listening to them but they're pretty shit-| 
Ity.., that's what maybe the difference would be punk wise. 
jPetc: Because we have welfare in Canada and you don't have it real-l 
lly here in the slates, it seem.'^ like a lot of punks tend to be a lot morel 
llazy with what they do with their time, I'm not saying welfare is bad,! 
lif I was on welfare, and i had free money every month I would dol 
Isomething with 11, but most people- especially in Montreal- justl 
Ibasically spend all their money on booze. It's good lo lour inl 
I Montreal at the first of the month cause everybody has got money! 



and they'll just go and blow it all. People 
seem a lot more apathetic with llieir lives thanl 
they are in the stales, because people here have to I 
work for their money and in Canada they don'tl 
have to... but they don't really take advantage of| 
the fact that they get free money,.. 
MRR: That's odd, especially compared to myl 
observations when I was in Europe, that one of I 
the reasons why the squat scene exists hke itf 
does and... most of the punx I met in Europel 
didn't work, they were mostly on some kind ofl 
government welfare type of program andF 
that's a lot of the reasons why the youth een- 1 
ters and the squat scene thrives like it does,| 
but there's nothing like that in Canada? 
Alex: It lacks organization, 1 guejis. Its also likel 
the Canadian punk scene is really small. Like ifl 
you are a band and you want to play shows inf 
Canada you can play like maximum 20 shows inl 
the whole country. There's like Vancouver.l 
Victoria, Calgary, Saskatoon, Regina. Winnipeg,! 
Montreal. Quebec City, Toronto, Ottawa and al 
couple of other smaller shows you can play buti 
that's like mostly it. And there's like big drives! 
between places so there's no links between the! 
scenes which means thai the punks are pretty iso-l 
laled from each other, which makes it harder..,! 
plus there's a lot of punks that look punk but theyl 
are just like... in Montreal if you are a kid in thej 
street, you're gonna look punk but you're not. 
they buy all Che badges but they've never heardl 
any of the bands, they don't know any of rhe| 
ideas of punk. Like all the squeegee punks... 
MRR: Squeegee Punx are poseurs?! 
Alex: Yeah! Yeah! Seriously, 1 work at a storel 
that's in like downtown Montreal, some of these I 
kids are like racists, homophobes,,, they're noil 
punk at all... they have like Doom patches andl 
Crass patches but they' re all like "... fucking nig- 1 
gers..." or whatever they've got nothing to dol 
with punk... which makes it look big and theyj 
even go to shows... 
Francis: But they just get fucked up. 



iPhil: The goal is to just get fucked up,., yeah like if you play a show at the beginning 
lof the month you're going to have like tons of people because the welfare checks came 
Ion the first of the month... 

JAlex: There's also a big difference, like with Europe and America- not just with the 
lU.S, but Canada and the U,S, Like in Europe it's more politicized but here it's starting 
lio be a little more but... 

|Pete: As far as squats go, we have harsher winters up in Canada and we have different 
laws which make it harder to go in to buildings and just take it over.,, I don't know 
Iwhat the laws are but they are enforced reaMy harshly. 

I Alex: You have to have electricity at least just heat it cause seriously you can't live, 
IPete; As far as welfare goes, maybe in Europe its a good thing but in Canada it just 
IpaciHes people... 

lAlex: One guy in Quebec said the best way to kill a guy is to pay him to do nothing. . . 
ImRR: Yeah cause if you don't tak^ advantage of that... 

IPhil: There are people getting welfare who are putting efforts into things, and that's 
Igood but most of them just drink their checks. In three days they don't have any money 
Iso they borrow money... 

IaIcx: I'm not pro-work but I think if people are getting money they should get 
linvolved and put their energy into something or else your life just goes nowhere, 
ImRR: I mean I'm totally pro-working for something I care about and that's why 
ll'm always kinda hke "Man, if 1 could just get welfare so 1 can put my energy into 
Isomething I really care about" or I could just get funding from somewhere so I 
Icould just work fojr something I really love, cause lets be honest- punk doesn*t pay 
Ithe bills. I think that working for something you really love is great. The feel that 

II got from a lot of people on the dole in Europe was that they were definitely using 
Ithat to their advantage. 

IPhil: Yeah totally.., 

ImRR: Well to switch gears, your first seven inch came out on Deranged, and you 

Iwere supposed to do the LP on Deranged but it didn't. What happened, why did 

lit come out on Dead Alive? 

l(randoin grumbling) 

IMRR: Do you not wanna talk about it? 

|Phil: No No No. we can talk about it but... we don't wanna like... 
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lAlex: Yeah, cause it's not so clear right now, 
Iwith Gord- the guy who is doing Deranged, so 
llike 1 dunno... I guess we'll say it but if we say 
I something too much you can.,, you know? 
I(laughter) 

I Phil; I dunno know if you met him or write him 
Ion the internet or whatever... 
ImRR: Gord? 
Iphil: Yeah, Yeah... 

ImRR: I've known him for a long time, 
jphil: He's cool but he's doing his stuff in a weird 
Iway... I dunno, he's not into it like... he always 
Iseems tike to make the image that he's been into 
lit for a long time but... 1 don't complain about 
Ithatbut... 

JAlex: Mostly, it's like, when the seven inch 
I came out the sound was pretty bad and that was 
[partly because of the recording. The recording 
Ihad something that lacked there but the master- 
ling fucked it up real bad. He's trying to save 
I money on everything- like the mastering he did 
Icost him like fifty bucks and Jil^e a good'masier- 
ling is like usually like $200. He just got the 
Icheapest place to do it, and they totally fucked it 
lup and even the quality of vinyl- you can see tlie 
Iquality of vinyl that he's doing, it's really thin 
land he just tried to... it's noi because he doesn't 
Ihave the money cause he has all the money he 
Ineeds to put out quality stuff, he just tries to save 
Ion everything. It was a pretty bad experience' 
Iwith the seven inch and we just- when we put 
lout the LP, the main reason why we did that was 
Ibecause we wanted to re-record (hose songs, 
Jcause we were all pissed. We got the seven inch 
jjust right when we left on tour and we hadn't 
Ireally listened to them and then we came back 
Ifrom tour and and were like "fuck we sold thai 
lall of tour!" We were all pissed and we wanted 
Ito re-record it. 

Iprancis: Also Gord wanted to wait a little bit 
Icause he wanted to sell more seven inches 
Ibefore he put it out,.. 

lAlex: I dunno, he still thinks he's doing the next 
lalbum.. . but really Billy from Farmers in Crime 
lis doing it... he asked us a long time ago,.. 



Phil: ...and we're closer to those people than to Gordon because he doesn't really seem hke 
he's into it. that's the way 1 feel about him... 

MRRi What do you guys have coming up next, closing comments.., 
Alex: We^re on lour with From Ashes Rise for like ten weeks and we talked about maybe 
doing two spht seven inches with them- I mean we just talked about it but... like two dif- 
ferent labels would put it out but. . . 

Phil: Cause we've gotten pretty close with them from doing this lour so... as soon as we get 
back from the tour, we have some new songs, and we're going to write a few more songs, 
and we're going to record for the new LP. 

Alex: Probably like January or February.. .cause like we've been together for like three 
years and we wanna sorta pick up the pace a little bit... or like... 
MRR: You wannd put out more 5hit... 
Alex: Yeah,,. 

MRR: You wanna make the big time! 
Alex: Yeah... (laughter) 1 mean, uh, no. We've toured like three times and wejust have hke 
the twelve inch and the seven inch. I feel like we could have done more. We've just been too 
lazy or something.. .Plus we're going to try to go Europe in the spring, but 1 dunno, we want 
to have the LP done and that might be kinda rushed, so maybe the fall.,. 
Contact: 

APT202@hotmaii.com 
800 Place Victoria #45 
Montreal. Quebec 
H421J7 Canada 
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